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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A  the Licensing Committee approve the arrangements being made to identify 

any area based vulnerability to gambling harm in preparation for consultation 
on revised Gambling Act Statement of Licensing Policy. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1.  Members of the Licensing Committee will be aware that the Gambling Act 

2005 requires that Local Licensing Authorities publish a Statement of 
Licensing Policy.  The Statement must take account of guidance issued by 
the Gambling Commission. 
 

2.  The recently published 5th Edition of Guidance to Licensing Authorities has 
introduced the concept of ‘local area profiles’.  A local area profile should 
enable the Council to map out areas of additional risk and the location of any 
specifically vulnerable groups.  Such a profile would be generated taking 
account of input from Responsible Authorities and relevant agencies in the 
community who would have local knowledge of the geographical area and 
vulnerable groups.  
 

3.  Licensing Authorities are not obliged by the law to produce local area profiles 
but where there is evidence of local additional risks or vulnerable groups it 
will be prudent to do so.  The information may assist licensees to complete 
their local risk assessments and to discharge their social responsibility 
obligations under the code issued by the Commission.    

  
4.  Local area profiles may be included with the Statement of Licensing Policy or 

exist as a separate policy document.  The latter may be preferable to allow 
changes to be made to the local area profile without need to go through a 
formal consultation process which is necessary when the Statement of 
Licensing Policy is reviewed or changed. 



ISSUES 

5.  Engagement with responsible authorities and community groups is an 
essential component in the creation of evidence based area profiles.  If 
following engagement it is not clear that any particular areas within Harlow 
create specific risks and so should be dealt with differently to the remainder, 
an area profile may not be justified. In this case however, it would appropriate 
for the Council to revisit the matter from time to time. 

  
 
PROPOSALS 

6.  The Licensing team will carry out consultation with Responsible 
Authorities, community groups and other interested parties and present 
the results of that consultation at a future Licensing Committee meeting to 
inform a revised Draft Statement of Licensing Policy. 
 

7.  The consultation will be based on the draft letter attached as Appendix A 
 
 

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 
As set out in the report 
Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 
 
Finance (Includes ICT) 
None at this stage. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 
None specific 
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 
 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
Local Area Profiling will show whether there is a case for area-specific conditions. If 
they are needed such conditions may be expected to better-protect vulnerable 
members of the community from harm.   
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 



 
Governance (includes HR) 
The Local Licensing Authority must have regard to and publish a Statement of 
Licensing Policy which must take into account current guidance issued. In order 
to properly take into account new guidance the Local Licensing Authority will 
need to have regard to Local Area Profiling. To do this effectively will involve 
consulting stakeholders in the area to provide information regarding risks to the 
Local Licensing Authority.  Once the Consultation responses are collated the 
Council can then determine if the Statement of Licensing Policy is requires 
amendment.  By carrying out a fair and transparent consultation the Local 
Licensing Authority can show that it is adhering to the recently issued Guidance. 
Author: Amanda Julian, Legal Services Manager, for Brian Keane, Head of 
Governance 
 

 
Background Papers 
 
Gambling Commission Guidance to Licensing Authorities (5th Edition)  
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Licensing-authorities/Information-for-
licensing-authorities/Guidance-to-licensing-authorities.aspx  
 

Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
 
 

http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Licensing-authorities/Information-for-licensing-authorities/Guidance-to-licensing-authorities.aspx
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Licensing-authorities/Information-for-licensing-authorities/Guidance-to-licensing-authorities.aspx

